
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 26, 2009 
Title:  Teaching Concerning Saving Faith (10:13-31) 
Text:  Mark 10:13–31 (Gospel Parallels – Matthew 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30) 
Theme: “Those who come to Jesus must believe He is whom He claims to be and 

is the sole mediator between God and men.  This idea is simple enough 
for a child to understand and unless you come with child-like faith you 
will not come at all.” 

 
Introduction:  
The two thoughts, through contrast, teach a singular truth.  It is simple enough for 
children to grasp, yet prohibitive to those who are consumed with self-righteousness. 
 
The simplicity of this story and the tenderness of Jesus must be set against the atrocity 
and magnitude of the looming cross-work.  “Even with such a tension in his mind as 
that he had time to take them in his arms and he had the heart to smile into their faces 
and maybe to play with them awhile.”1   
 
The disciples were not mean spirited, only concerned for the weight that appears 
noticeably on the face and heart of Jesus.  I do not believe the disciples thought children 
were unimportant and a waste of our Lord’s time.  His disciples could sense and hear 
the words of the cross coming from His lips.  The rebuke of the disciples to the adults 
was motivated by a concern for Jesus, not malice toward the idea. 
 
Both their rebuke and our Lord’s indignation are strong emotion words.  They were 
perhaps concerned for His well-being and not fully understanding the mission to which 
He was called.  He did not come to alienate but to embrace and invite.   
 
Many others see the disciples as acting inappropriately.  Perhaps they are correct and I 
am wrong.  Either way not only does Jesus tell His disciples to let them through but He 
tells them that unless they become like children in the receiving of Him they will never 
enter into the kingdom of God. 
 
He responds with a “sharp double command, ‘Permit the children to come to Me; do 
not hinder them.’”2   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
Jesus’ Ministry in Judea and Perea (ch. 10) 

o Teaching concerning Divorce (10:1–12)  
o Teaching Concerning Saving Faith (10:13-31) 

o Children (10:13–16)  
o The Rich Young Man (10:17–31)  

o A Request of Two Brothers (10:32–45)  
o Restoration of Bartimaeus’s Sight (10:46–52)  

Passion Week and Resurrection Sunday (Chapters 11-16) 
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The Problem: 
Unless and until one comes to Jesus, stripped of all one once held to, there can be no 
entrance into the kingdom of God.  Entrance into the kingdom of God is always and 
only a work of God and not anything anyone can do. 
 
The Storyline: 
In God’s story, the Law brings us to Jesus.  Jesus fulfills the Law whereby the purpose 
of the Law is met.  The Law in the absence of Jesus is only a partial telling of the story.  
Jesus is the rest of the story. 
 
Questions: 
Mark 10:13-16 

1. Why were people bringing children to Jesus? 
2. What does this tell us about Jesus? 
3. Why were the disciples rebuking those who brought their children? 
4. What is our Lord’s response toward His disciples? 
5. What is meant by, “The kingdom of God belongs to such as these?” 
6. Is this teaching a theology of salvation for children? 
7. How does verse 15 answer this question? 
8. Does the Bible ever speak in a cultural or historical vacuum?  Does it speak in a 

moral or religious vacuum?  How does His answer correspond to the Hebrew 
Scripture? 

9. Why do you think Mark dropped this passage in his narrative? 
10. How does this passage relate to the overall flow of Mark’s story? 
11. What part does this paragraph have to the storyline of the Bible? 

 
Mark 10:17ff 
 

1. What can we determine by the young man’s initial approach? 
2. Why might his question be wrong, and could it be stated another way? 
3. What is Jesus saying about Himself in verse 17? 
4. In response to his question, Jesus answers in kind.  Why does He do this? 
5. Did Jesus doubt the sincerity of the individual? 
6. How does verse 21 relate to verses 13-16? 
7. Does this thought making salvation conditional?  If so, what is the condition? 
8. Why will it be hard for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God? 
9. Why were the disciples amazed by our Lord’s statement? 
10. How does verse 25 function in relation to what He just said? 
11. What did our Lord’s illustration cause His disciples to think? 
12. Why can anyone be saved? 
13. What does Peter’s response in verse 28 tell us about him?  Is this consistent with 

how he is described elsewhere in the New Testament? 
14. What does our Lord suggest about our idea of sacrifice (vv. 29, 30)? 
15. How does verse 31 relate to 9:35?  Are the two related or different?  Can the two 

be connected? 
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16. Is the point Jesus makes about the reward we are to receive because of our 
sacrifice or the idea that our sacrifice is really no sacrifice at all? 

17. How does verse 31 relate to the story of the Rich Young Ruler? 
18. Does the Bible ever speak in a cultural or historical vacuum?  Does it speak in a 

moral or religious vacuum?  How does His answer correspond to the Hebrew 
Scripture? 

19. Why do you think Mark dropped this passage in his narrative? 
20. How does this passage relate to the overall flow of Mark’s story? 
21. What part does this paragraph have to the storyline of the Bible? 

 
Personal Questions 

1. What does this passage mean to you? 
2. What might this passage cause you to rethink? 
3. When you consider this passage and the application of it in your own life, 

what decisions might it force you to make? 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know that only God can save you, 
nothing else.  
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose God above anything other than 
Him for entrance into the kingdom of God. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Simple Instruction: What is saving faith? (vv. 13-16) 
 
Again we find the inclusion of “little children (9:36).”  It was very natural in this 
historical context for parents to bring their little children to a great and distinguished 
Rabbi to be blessed.  There was nothing unusual about the setting.  From this simple act 
Jesus speaks of invitation and acceptance in the kingdom of God.  In order for us to 
understand what this paragraph means and the one to follow, it is necessary for us to 
see the two paragraphs as a single unit.   
 
What He instructs in verses 13-16, He illustrates in verses 17-31.  There are two ideas in 
this passage; one is primary and the other secondary.  The secondary thought is 
sensitivity to the spiritual needs of children.  Children are to be encouraged in their 
faith walk to and with God.  Families have a primary responsibility to bring up children 
in “the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).  Local churches are to enable 
families in this endeavor by equipping the saints for this work of the ministry.  First 
Timothy 5:8 speaks of those who provide not for their families as “having denied the 
faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”  The context speaks of physical provision, but 
could not the same be said if parents/families neglect the spiritual discipline and 
instruction due to family?  The idea that Jesus would receive the children in His arms 
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and bless them speaks volumes as to our responsibility and what ministry at a local 
church level should look like. 
 
The primary thought, however, is found in the lengthy illustration unpacking the 
instruction given.   
 
The natural question one might ask is “what is it about the child that Jesus marks and 
values?”  Let me suggest three qualities. 
 

A. There is a child’s humility. 
 
Although children are intrinsically self-centered, they are for the most part free from 
pride, prestige, and prominence.  They are not worried about what other’s think or how 
they fit into societal hierarchy.   
 

B. There is a child’s obedience. 
 
Apart from the Fall, a child seeks to obey those whom God places over them.   
 

C. There is a child’s trust. 
 
Until a child’s trust is tainted, they most naturally accept authority and have a naïve 
confidence in other people.  It is the Fall that created pride, rebellion, and suspicion in 
others and toward God.  Yet it is the Holy Spirit that ignites and provokes us to humble 
ourselves before the cross and to obey the provision made and trust God without 
reservation.  And our text will tell us that until and only when we come to God with 
humility, obedience, and trust that we can be delivered from our self and brought into 
the Messiah, King Jesus. 
 
Those who came to Jesus came with abandonment.  Verse 15 uses an emphatic negation 
(“by no means”) to speak of those who would be barred from entering into the 
kingdom’s future blessings, specifically eternal life.  If we do not come the way noted, 
we will not come at all. 
 
Jesus confirms His thought by blessing those who came.  “The intensive compound 
verb blessed (occurring only here in the NT) emphasizes the warmhearted fervor with 
which Jesus blessed each child who came to Him.”3   
 
In each of these three areas there is a contrasting picture in verses 17-22. 
 

II. The Contrasting Illustration: A contrasting picture (vv. 17-22) 
 
Before we move into the next paragraph, I do want us to note how “the kingdom of 
God” (vv. 15, 23-25), “inheriting eternal life” (vv. 17, 30), and “the gospel” (v. 29) are the 
same.  In our context, this idea has a very real and concrete expression.  He was not 
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asking about something that was ethereal or mystical.  His question is slightly different 
than what we normally think.  We think he is asking the same question we ask, “How 
can I go to heaven and not to hell when I die?”  Yet, this is not what he is asking.  He 
was asking about a kingdom where the Messiah sat and ruled and where the people of 
God lived fully blessed under His provision and protection and in the absence of any 
enemies.   
 
The question is direct, “How can I make sure I end up in that place?” 
 

A. Notice how he came and the question he asked (v. 17). 
 
There is a notable emotional energy in the approach of the individual to Jesus.  His 
enthusiasm breaks forth with, “Good Teacher.”   
 
“The proximate goodness of any creature is best grasped in relation to the incomparable 
goodness of the triune God (Origen).  Where the incarnation is misunderstood, the 
human scales of goodness are likely to be misleading.  Jesus would not have rejected the 
designation of goodness if it had been addressed to him as incarnate Lord.”4  
 
His inquiry is probably sincere, but perhaps he desired for Jesus to confirm what he 
already knew or wanted to believe was true.  Sometimes our questioning is like that.  
We ask a question when we already know the answer.  The desire is to confirm what we 
already suspect as true.   
 

B. Notice our Lord’s answer (vv. 18, 19). 
 
“One who does not receive Christ as Lord is not in any proper position to address him 
as merely a good teacher.” (Jerome).  In the initial qualifying statement Jesus quickly 
ties Himself back to the Father.  If the young individual accepts that only God is good 
and if in calling Jesus good he is calling Jesus God, then Jesus accepts His assessment.  
Jesus was not denying His goodness nor that He is God, but rather the faith of the one 
who made the statement. 
 
He answers the question with a question.  He slows down the emotional energy and 
invites the individual to think about what he is asking.  Jesus turns his attention away 
from himself as the “good teacher” and to the Word of God and thus the God of the 
Word. 
 
Our Lord responds by noting several prohibitions.  At this point the only positive 
statement is within the context of one’s immediate family.   
 

C. Notice his response to our Lord’s answer (v. 20). 
 
“In effect the man was saying, ‘I never in my life did anyone any harm.’  That was 
perfectly true.  But the real question is, ‘What good have you done?’”5  
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Jesus knowing the heart of humanity knew the deception of the individual.  In order to 
break him of his illusion with a surgeon’s precision He swiftly cut to the heart. 
 
The Law identifies the obedient; it cannot create obedience.  By his unwillingness to 
give up everything to follow Jesus, he was not keeping the Law.  Our Lord’s request 
showed the deception and darkness of his heart.  He loved what Law keeping brought 
and not who the Law pointed to.  The rich young ruler got lost in the shadow of the 
Law and failed to see the substance behind the Law. 
 
First notice “the false premise of the question.  He did not recognize that the 
consummation of the law is Christ.”6   
 
The Law’s placement in the story speaks to its purpose.  Its placement and thus purpose 
was to bring us to Christ.  The rich young ruler placed the Law above Christ.  In so 
doing, he was a Law breaker and not a Law keeper. 
 

D. Notice our Lord’s response to his answer (v. 21). 
 
I think we trip here because the idea seems too aggressive and radical.  Yet I believe this 
is the only door through which anyone can come to God.  No one can come to God who 
comes clinging to other things.  When we come to God we come stripped of everything.  
This does not mean that we must literally forsake everything we possess, but it might.  
What it does mean is that until and unless we deny ourselves, take up the cross and 
follow Him, we cannot be saved.   
 
“The way to eternal life was in turning from trust in self-attainments and earthly 
securities to trust in Jesus.”7  In responding in the manner He did, our Lord might be 
accused of being cold and calloused.  Notice with me three elements in His response. 
 
“Jesus looking at him, loved him.  There were many things in that look of Jesus.”8   
 

1. Our Lord’s response was bathed in pathos. 
2. Our Lord’s response was bathed in plea. 
3. Our Lord’s response was bathed in pain. 

 
Some suggest that this is the only occasion where the direct and personal invitation of 
Jesus is met with rejection.  “This person deliberately chose not to be what he might 
have been and had it in him to be.”9   
 

E. Notice his final response to his initial inquiry (v. 22). 
 
This rich young ruler recognized that according to our Lord’s standard he would not 
have entrance into the coming kingdom. 
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The story is notable.  A rich young ruler approaches Jesus with a sincere question (v. 22; 
Luke 18:18).  The ultimate response to his inquiry is for him, “Go and sell all you 
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
Me” (v. 21).  Up to this point two ideas are prominent, one positive and the other 
negative.  First, what Jesus says here is consistent with Mark 8:34-38.  Coming to Jesus 
requires letting go of everything we trust in and accept all that He is in its place.  
Second, what Jesus is not saying is that salvation is works or performance driven.  It is 
not the keeping of the commandments or the giving up of anything that saves.  Jesus 
saves, but He only saves those who have nothing left.   
 
The rich young ruler still loved what he had, and this love for what he had was more 
than his love for who Jesus is and would do.   
 

III. The Unveiled Explanation: Only God can save (vv. 23-27) 
 
“The discussion that follows the rich man’s sad departure reflects the disciples’ shock at 
being told that wealth won’t buy you a place in the Age to Come.  Their surprise only 
makes sense if we assume that they regarded wealth as a sign of God’s pleasure – a 
common view in both Judaism and paganism, though there was already much in the 
Old Testament which challenged that attitude.”10   
 
The design of the Law was never to save anyone.  The Law’s intent was to show the 
need for the Christ.  It revealed inability, not ability.  Because the Law was never 
intended to be salvific, salvation has always been by grace alone through faith alone in 
Christ alone.  Apart from God’s intervention and rescue, it is just as impossible for 
people to be saved then as it is now. 
 
The following explanation to His disciples drives home this idea: unless and until “you 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child you will never enter it” (v. 15).  What this 
sounds like to those who would follow appears impossible.  In fact, it solicits the outcry, 
“Who then can be saved?”  Our Lord rightly notes, “With people it is impossible, but 
not with God; for all things are possible with God.” 
 
Those who come to God come stripped of all they once held dear and even of life itself.  
This is what Jesus meant when He said,  
 

35 “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My 
sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole 
world, and forfeit his soul? 37 For what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 

"For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory 
of His Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:35-38). 

 
The rich young ruler held fast to his own ability and in the end refused to let go of his 
self-confidence and place his trust in the Messiah. 
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A. The problem of wealth (vv. 23-25). 
 
B. The perplexity of salvation (v. 26 – “then who can be saved,” Acts 

16:30, “What must I do to be saved”). 
 
Notice the progression of their perplexity from verse 24 to that of verse 26 (“even more 
astonished” – “struck out of their senses, overwhelmed”).  God dropped them on their 
theological heads. 
 

C. The power of God (v. 27). 
 
Only God can get the camel through the eye of a needle, and only God can save us from 
ourselves. 
 

IV. The Direct Application:  The reward is greater than the sacrifice  (vv. 28-31) 
 
I do not know Peter’s motive in making his statement in verse 28.  Perhaps it was to 
show that unlike the rich young ruler, they have left everything to follow Jesus.   “The 
‘we’ in verse 28 is emphatic suggesting the contrast between them and the rich young 
ruler.”  Regardless as to his motive for making the statement, Jesus quickly points out 
that whatever is asked of them to give up pales in comparison to what they receive.  
Although my tendency is to shake my heads at the disciples because of their slowness 
of heart I ‘m fully mindful of my own slowness of heart to embrace all that Jesus is in 
His person and work.  I am no better and perhaps worse than those initial disciples.  I 
have revelation and history on my side. 
 
“There is nowhere to hide from Jesus’ uncompromising – though cheerful and 
celebratory – demand for discipleship.  The call, ‘Come on! Follow me!’ echoes down 
through history and everyone is judged by the answer they give.”11   
 
All of the imagery of verse 30 is simply to put things in perspective.  For us to think in 
terms of material wealth and prosperity is simplistic.  Heaven, eternal life, the age to 
come, the kingdom of God far exceeds our ability to imagine or think.   
 
Peter responds by saying, “We have done what you have requested (compare v. 21 with 
v. 28).”  Jesus assures them that His request is not outlandish and in reality they receive 
far more than they give up.  What they give up is self-deception and effort; what they 
receive is eternal life.  
 
The instruction ends with, “But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.”  The 
statement reflects the skewed perspective of man-centered theology.  Those who we 
esteem “great” or first, stand the least chance of entering into the kingdom of God.  
Think of the contrast between the little children surrounding Jesus and the presence 
of the rich young ruler.  Who would we deem more important?  To whom would we 
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give more respect?  The proverb is similar to that found in 9:35, “If anyone wants to be 
first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.”  What they hold in common is the contrast 
between man’s perspective on “greatness” or “first” and how God views such things.  It 
is the same idea in 10:43, “But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall be your servant.” 
 
It must be remembered how the instruction Jesus brought was similar to what they had 
heard throughout the Hebrew Scripture, but very distinct and thus different.  It is this 
distinctiveness and difference that caused His audience to be amazed and conclude, 
“He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes” (1:21, 22) and 
“What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, 
and they obey Him” (1:27). 
 
Regardless as to what their initial thoughts were concerning entrance into the kingdom 
of God, Jesus is clear.  One will come the way of the cross or they will not come at all.  
For those of us who profess Christ as Savior, we came the way of the cross.  If you did 
not fully comprehend the magnitude of what happened, reflect now on who He is and 
what He has done and give thanks.  If you have never come to Jesus by way of the 
cross, then today He invites you to come to Him in a faith that is child-like. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. How about you?  Are you entering into the kingdom of God?  I am not asking 
you what you’ve done or what you possess.  I am asking you if you have left 
everything behind and are now resting in the person and work of Jesus the 
Messiah. 

2. How about those of us who profess Christ, yet appear to live lies.  Perhaps 
you and I need to remember what this is all about.  It is not about how 
powerful we might become, or how much good we have performed, or how 
we are viewed by our peers, or how much financial wealth we possess.  What 
this is all about is our complete and utter trust in God’s provision in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ.  This is only and alone the only thing that 
matters. 
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